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To the Australia Councilpanelmembers,

I amdelightedtowrite this letter ofsupportfor Belinda MichaelandTiffanyTitshall.

I have beenwatching theprogressof their recent collaborative series TheChosen
Vesselwith interest. TheChosenVesselis a series commentingonphysical and sexual
violence againstwomenandexploresthis throughexaminingthis regionʼshistory
and turning long-heldideas aboutthe colonial history of the goldfieldon its head.

I ampleasedtoconfirmtheir involvement in a forthcomingexhibitionat theArt
Gallery ofBallarat. Upside-DownCountry,held at the endof2021,is a group
exhibitionwhich will explorepersonalandcollective histories,bothreal and
imagined.Themesincluded in the exhibition include environmentalism, feminism,
culture and belongingthroughan exploration ofthe landscapeof the goldfields
surroundingBallarat.

ʻUpside-downCountryʼ is aDja DjaWarrung termusedto describe the landscapeof
thegoldfields– referring to thefact that theearth hasliterally beenturned upside-
down in thehunt for gold.This conceptconnectsfirmly with Belinda andTiffanyʼs
useofclay fromtheregionwithin their collaborative work. I amaware that the
artists are dedicatedtoworking with theFirst NationsCustodiansoftheCountryon
which theywork to ensure that they are collectingandusingtheir materials in an
appropriatemanner.

Belinda andTiffany are artists who haveshownthemselvestobededicatedto their
practice, andwould benefitgreatly fromany further supportprovided by the
Australia Council.I seegreatopportunity for theartists todeveloptheir work
further throughreceiving a 2020Resilience Fund Grant andwish themall the best
with their application.

Kind regards,

Julie McLaren
Curator
Art GalleryofBallarat


